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BEACH OF CONSTANTIA HOTEL, FAMAGUSTA

I look backwards, into the long historical horizon of this country, which pierces and goes through ancient times and reaches a depth of more than 10.000 years of history.

It is a history adorned with myths, Gods, heroes, and creative work. Simultaneously it is a history rife with wars, pain and scorched land.

We have unfortunately been one of those countries in which “the parents have been burying their sons, instead of the sons burying their parents”, as ancient historian Herodotus put it, to describe the tragedy of war.

Even so, dear ladies and gentlemen, it is only during the past forty years of her 10.000 -year history that this country has become conversant with the notions of “north” and “south” and “we live on this side and you live on the other side”. It is only recently that Cyprus felt the pain of the incision of the dividing line on her body. An incision which has wounded her soul as well.

During the 10.000 – year history, approximately 400 generations of Cypriots left their mark on this land. Catastrophe came about during the last two generations. It is at this time that all of us, Greek and Turkish Cypriots alike, planted into the soil the seed of our sins and of our wrong judgments.   And when you plant a sin, at harvest time you reap a tempest. When you plant confrontation you reap a country broken up. You bring about war. And you stand there confused, watching the parents burying their children. You stand there, confused and abashed, seeking peace.

Peace however does not hover around you. Peace lies within. You are the creator of peace. If you have not realized this, then you have lost your way, dear friend.

Warm congratulations to all of you, members of the 18 Non-Governmental Organizations, who have organized this gathering. Congratulations on the efforts you exert to keep this country united.  A country which was united for 398 generations of Cypriots and which was broken up during the last two generations.  

I have been in public life for 32 years. Whichever my position and role, Cyprus has always been at the forefront of my life. My personal judgment from my above experience is that the solution to the problem of our country has always been a volatile and  unreachable target. Words, thousands of words, without substance, without real content. Lack of realism, lack of political courage. I watched for years each community attributing to itself whatever was right and to the other community whatever was wrong.

And I asked myself many times:  How can one ever solve a problem when such a mentality persists? I also recalled the ancient dictum that “each person has two bags hanging from his body. In the bag hanging in front, he puts the wrongdoings of others, so that he can see them. At his back he has his own wrongdoings and he cannot see them. 

Can we not put both bags on the table, make an objective assessment of the situation, negotiate and create, on the basis of principles already agreed, the United Federal Republic of Cyprus, out of the crippled Republic of Cyprus of 1960?

Can we not realize that, unlike what some people may think, a final partition may lead to political instability and explosion in the years to come? That instead of creating happiness and well-being we may have to pick again dead bodies from the battlefields? 

Can we not realize that if the European acquis and the aura of Europe spread all over the territory of Cyprus, all Cypriots will be enabled to build rather than demolish?

Cypriot University professor Dr. Andreas Zachariou reminded me recently, from the United States where he lives, of the words of Albert Einstein, who said that “one cannot solve a problem if he continues having the same mentality which created the problem in the first place”. Wise words, which perfectly fit our case. 

Here, where we stand, dear friends, under the shadow of the city of Famagusta, a city which suffered a lot and whose residents suffered too, a city which might have been full of life today, here, under her dark windows which are full of  memories, we should all, Greek and Turkish Cypriots, meditate and realize that we cannot be letting the trains of opportunity arrive, one after the other and depart empty. There will be a time when the station will close down.

It is with a lot of satisfaction that I note, that Demetris Christofias and Mehmet Ali Talat have commenced, under awkward circumstances, to make the necessary steps towards a solution of the problem. This process requires patience, resilience and courage. It needs the support of all of us. There will be many obstacles down the road. Some of them internal;   some other will be related to the various interests connected with our part of the world. My wish is that all barriers will be surmounted. 

The day will come when we shall leave this planet. Cyprus will continue her course in History. I trust that she will remain united, the way she had been over the 10.000 years of her history. I hope that we shall all look within ourselves and that we shall find the path to peace. So that the period of division of this country will be a small stain, which will be left behind and will be forgotten.   
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